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Farmer to Farmer Soil Health Field Day 

 
Had enough of the 2019 growing season?  Come and join us for a cleansing discussion of 

what went right and what went wrong at our Farmer to Farm Soil Health Field Day, November 1, 
2019.  Our day will start at Hatchland Farm, 401 Clough Road, North Haverhill at 9:45AM.  We 
will join Chad Cochrane, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Preston Hatch, 
Hatchland Farm, and Carl Majewski, UNH Cooperative Extension (UNHCE), to discuss the 
benefits of soil health practices like going no-till and cover cropping.  We will also be joined by 
NRCS Orford Field Office staff; Heather Bryant, UNH CE Grafton County Field Specialist; and 
Bill Fosher, NHACD Conservation Planner in the Connecticut River watershed.  This is a great 
opportunity for people of all levels of experience and interest in no-till and cover cropping to 
learn from other farmers. We will discuss Cover Crop Species Selection, No-till Planting 
Equipment and Techniques, Cover Crop, No-till and Soil Health.  This session has been 
approved for 1.5 Pesticide Applicator Credits.   

Hatchland Farm has participated in the no-till corn planter retrofit program and Preston 
Hatch will share how the program has worked on their farm, and show us the adapted no-till corn 
planter.  We’ll discuss how the equipment retrofit program works, necessary retrofit parts, and 
the costs and challenges experienced by farmers.  There will be information about signing up for 
this program, and additional opportunities for conservation planning assistance. 

Grafton County Conservation District has been working with several partners (UNH CE, 
NRCS and local farms) on a Cover Crop Demonstration Project, funded by the NH Association 
of Conservation Districts.  The Grafton County Farm and Knoxland Farm have planted a shorter-
day maturing corn in project sites where the corn can be harvested earlier than conventional corn, 
and cover crops can be planted sooner.  Following corn harvest both sites have planted cover 
crop mixes developed by the NH Soil Health Partnership, which includes NH County 
Conservation Districts, NRCS, UNH CE, Granite State Graziers, farmers and consultants.  Seed 
mixes have been developed for their potential soil health benefits but need the longest possible 
growing season for the greatest benefit.  We are learning about how the mixes perform in New 
Hampshire under various conditions.   
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After the Field Session (around Noon) we will meet at the UNH CE Conference Room at 
the Grafton County Complex for a light lunch.  Everyone will have an opportunity to share their 
challenges and successes, ask questions, and start looking forward to the 2020 growing season.  
Barriers to widespread use of these conservation practices include risk of yield loss, perceived 
extra time in labor during the busy harvest season, need to anticipate new pest issues and adapt 
pest management practices, fuel and seed cost, and the challenges of procuring seed.  In addition 
to the no-till corn planter retrofit program, there are other soil health equipment options available 
to discuss.  Come and learn from your neighbor’s experience. 

The Farmer to Farmer Field Day will be held rain or shine, so dress for variable weather, 
and plan on light hiking.  We will start with registration at 9:45 at Hatchland Farm, and plan to 
end around 3:00PM at the Grafton County Complex.  Contact Pam at (603) 353-4652, ext. 103, 
or email: pamela.gilbert@nh.nacdnet.net  if you plan to attend.  Feel free to join us along the 
way.   
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