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services to protect, improve and sustain our natural resources.
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Join Us for Exploring Winter Production in High Tunnels
in the North Country Webinar Workshop
Grafton County Conservation District (GCCD) is excited to venture into
the world of virtual webinars with assistance from Heather Bryant, NH Extension
Fruit and Vegetable Production Specialist, and Stacey Cooper, Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Conservationist. On Thursday, July 23,
2020 we will offer a webinar Exploring Winter Production in High Tunnels in
the North Country from 1:00-2:30PM. The challenges of 2020 have generated
new interest in locally grown food, and supporting local agriculture. With a season-extending high tunnel many vegetables can be grown throughout the winter.
It all starts with good information and a good plan. Heather and Stacey will discuss preparation, plant selection, starting seedlings, transplanting, row covers and
tools. Heather will share the results of an overwintering trial conducted in low
tunnels. We’ll have plenty of time for discussion, questions and where to find
assistance. Registration is required, please email Pam at:
pamela.gilbert@nh.nacdnet.net or call 603 353-4652, ext 103 and leave your
email address for registration link. You can also find the registration link and
handouts on our GCCD website Calendar page: https://graftonccd.org/calendar/
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Grafton County Conservation District meetings are open to the
public. The District meets monthly on the third Wednesday of the
month at 9:00AM Please contact us for specific meeting location
and virtual meeting information until further notice.

Winter 2020 will remain unforgettable to us for many years. As the routine
became anything but, we discovered other ways to get things done - some new and
some old. Grafton County Conservation District (GCCD) has been fortunate to continue operating from the office at the Grafton County Complex. In preparation for
celebrating our 75th anniversary in 2021, we have been reviewing annual notebooks
stored at the County office dating back to the 1940’s and learning about earlier undertakings of the Conservation District. With assistance from the now Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the District and Grafton County landowners have many
achievements to be proud of. Many concerns resonated then, as they do now. Recognizing the value of productive farmland, and the need to practice sound natural resource management while growing food has been at the heart of GCCD activities.
Howard C. Townsend, Commissioner New Hampshire Department of Agriculture said
it well, and was quoted in the GCCD Annual Report in 1978:
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The Orford NH, NRCS office is operating during COVID. Tom Ebert (District Conservationist), Stacey Cooper (Soil Conservationist), and Ally Pankoff (Soil Conservationist)
are available to assist you in improving natural resources on your property. Ben Vicere
(National Wild Turkey Federation Forester) assists forest landowners, and is sharing his
time with Vermont and somewhat less available. Dan Rick (Program Assistant) processes
payments and performs contract maintenance for existing contract holders as well as helping new applicants with the required paperwork. Ally Hook (Civil Engineer) is based in
Orford and has statewide responsibilities but will be on maternity leave soon. Megan
Eshleman (Civil Engineering Technician) is an experienced conservation planner who
will be joining us on July 20th. Just in time to help out in Ally’s absence.

Orford Field Service Center
Serving Grafton County

GCCD entered into one of the earliest conservation easement agreements of agricultural land in NH with the Joseph and Mary Fobes in July of 1978. GCCD continues to
support land conservation in Grafton County. We look forward to sharing GCCD
highlights with you, and welcome your thoughts, as we celebrate 75 years in 2021.

Funding available for Farmland Conservation!
The Upper Valley Land Trust (UVLT) in partnership with the Grafton County Conservation District (GCCD), seeks farmers and farmland owners in UVLT’s service area*
that are interested in conserving their farmland. UVLT’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), has funding available to purchase conservation easements
through NRCS. Land eligibility restrictions do apply. Interested folks are encouraged
to reach out to Megan Chapman, Conservation Project Manager for UVLT by emailing her at megan.chapman@uvlt.org, or Pam Gilbert, GCCD Office Administrator by
calling her at (603) 353-4652, ext. 103.
*UVLT service area in Grafton County: Lebanon, Hanover, Enfield, Grafton, Canaan, Orange, Dorchester,
Lyme, Orford, Piermont, Haverhill, and Bath.
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