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Visit Conservation Projects and Learn About  
Conservation Planning on Fall Tour 

 
With the challenges of 2020 we are all learning to focus on what is important - make a 

plan, and follow it.   The Grafton County Conservation District (GCCD) Fall Tour of 
Conservation Projects will highlight several projects recently completed that demonstrate the 
planning process in action.  Landowners working with conservation planners and partners have 
established a large pollinator meadow, improved water quality and aquatic habitat, and protected 
healthy soil for sustainable production.  We will be joined by Chad Cochrane and Tom Ebert, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Ron Rhodes, Connecticut River Conservancy 
(CRC) River Steward, and Paul Knox, Knoxland Farm.  This will be an opportunity to learn 
about resources available to landowners interested in conservation practices.  Please join us on 
Thursday, October 22, 2020 at 9:00AM to learn more about these conservation projects your 
neighbors have been working on.  We will travel in personal vehicles from site to site, and ask 
that participants to wear a mask when safe physical distancing is not possible.  The Tour will be 
held rain or shine, so dress for variable weather, and plan on light hiking at each stop.  Call Pam 
at (603) 353-4652, ext 103 if you plan to attend.  All are welcome to join us for the morning, or 
at a stop along the way.  Our schedule of site visits includes: 
 

We will start at 9:00AM at 323 Monroe Road in Bath at the Walling property.  Rick 
Walling, GCCD Supervisor, began planning for his pollinator habitat, a 1.4 acre meadow, by 
working with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  Once accepted into the program, Rick began preparing a 
site in years 1 and 2 to reduce weed seeds.  Once the seed bed was ready, a mix of native 
wildflower seeds was planted in late fall of year 2.  The seed mix contains many native 
wildflowers that provide pollen and nectar, and shelter throughout the season.  The meadow is 
now established and Rick follows a maintenance plan to keep the meadow free of weeds.  The 
meadow provides permanent habitat for native bees, honey bees, and other pollinators.  We will 
have an opportunity to ask Rick questions about establishing his wildflower meadow and 
management strategies.  NRCS will discuss getting starting with conservation planning. 
 
 For the second site visit, we will park at the Blackmount Country Club, 400 Clark Pond 
Road, North Haverhill about 10:15AM and walk to the first dam removal on Clark Brook.  Two 
dams on Clark Brook in Haverhill, NH were removed in a collaborative effort between; NRCS, 
Connecticut River Conservancy, US Fish & Wildlife Service, NH DES Dam Bureau, NH DES 
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Wetlands Bureau, the NH State Historic Preservation Office, and private landowners.  These 
dams were no longer functioning for their designed purpose, a barrier to fish and other aquatic 
organisms, and a public hazard due to the fact they were no longer being maintained. The dams 
were removed, eliminating the safety hazard and aquatic organism passage was restored by 
reworking the stream bed in the location of the former dams.  The second dam removal site is on 
Pine Mill Road in the village of North Haverhill.  We will park behind the VFW on Rte. 116 
(please do not park at Life Transition Services where the dam site is located).  CRC River 
Steward Ron Rhodes, who served as the project manger for both removals, will show us the 
project sites, describe the work that was done, and answer any questions you might have.   
 
 Our final site visit take place on NH Route 25, south of the Peaked Moon Farm Stand in 
Piermont at approximately 11:30AM.  Grafton County Conservation District has been partnering 
with the Grafton County Farm, and Knoxland Farm for several years on a soil health 
demonstration project using innovative techniques to improve soil health.  The project is a NH 
Association of Conservation Districts soil health demonstration project, with NRCS and UNH 
Cooperative Extension advising.  As part of the project, a shorter-day maturing corn has been 
planted each spring using a no-till planter.  After the corn harvest, two cover crop seed mixes 
have been planted using a no-till drill, which provides good results at a lower seeding rate.  The 
goal is to plant the cover crop mixes as soon as possible to see best results.  The seed mixes 
include grains, grasses, brassicas, clovers and legumes to achieve fall cover and a manageable 
spring biomass.  The two trial cover crop seed mixes used in this project were developed by the 
NH Soil Health Partnership, and tested throughout NH.  We will discuss growing cover crops 
and no-till planting to improve soil health. 
 


